et E T . e ] : .
Gounty nocords B3ulliciag 1
s Lins: Hads f

Chariesbton, Soabhh Sorolin

% .

L PHOTOGRAPHS
;!lh, WRITTIN HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA
) District No. 13

_REDUCED COPIES OF MEASURED DRAWINGS

‘ 'Historic amevican Buildings Survey
- .. Samuel Laoham, District Officer
o . 42 Brosd St. Charleston, S.C.




HABRS Ne.l13-2

Page 1.

COUNTY RECORDS BUILDING
Chalmers and Meeting Streets
Charleston, Charleston County
South Carolina

Owner: County.
BC"’"M vaicbm o u‘aﬂw -
. g e The s " \ ?’V\z\i{% *—’L'&
Date of Erectiggr11788—3800 (card); %822 (draw1ng).f
| )
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Architect: Robert Mills.

Builder:

Pregent Condition: Good.

Number of Stories: Three.

Materials of Construction: Brick and stuceo,

Other Existing Records: See text.

Additional Data: See following pages.
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This builainer, desiszned by dobert uills Tor the
sreservation of oablic records, was constructed in 1822
and Tinisheu, accoHrein? o Jills himseld, in 1820, 1% is
generaily referred to as the Tivst fireproot builains in
aserica Dibv how true this statement may be 1s not Kpowa.

H1ils inftendea 1% to be TFirse-sroof as he refers Lo it as

—

“Hhe buildiag for thie Tire-r»ni »f T ices for the »nublic
recoras™. All the floors are of brick or stoie carried by
brickx venlte aue served by a stone stalrcase. Wood floors
have been lald over the brick ones.

The ouildine has been little changed, excent that Lthe
srizinal conney roof s beon replaced with tin.,  The
capner roofiag wes stolen Ly vandals just aflter the "Jar
between the SCrates", The orilzinul nain stairs Trom the
sroind to the two porticos were curved in a sort of half
sniral as shown on the ground flooi plan. Some of the
naraved fell duaring the Charlesion earthquake in 1886 gnd
damagad the orown sandstone steps and the hand-wiougshit iron
raiiing. The cxisting exterior stairs wsroe built br a
Er. B T Viett, din loge-£7. The vallt on the ground floor
apresrs 0 have been out in after The bu;ldin& Was C¢om-
sieted. althouzh there is no record of this, there are -
visible signs of where btwo doors from the corridors to a
probable storasze vonm have heen ciosed with masenry.

fheTre 1s also an ovening protected LV iron bars that



evidenily opened Trom this supnosed storage room o the
north onortico, the sane conaitlion as reguras the stolade
rosin, doors and outsice opening existing now in the south
and of she btaildineg.,.

ille’ own degeriotion ou thils pullding is as foillows:

"o the northwest angsle o the square, the
bipild ing For the Tfire proasl or state-offices for the
snblic records is erected. This edifice (now Tinishing)
in its Torm 1s a complete contrast to the one just
deseribed.

It is desizned in the simole Greek Doric sitvle,
without anyv ornanent, excent thet afforded by the
norticoes which face eunch front. These vortlcoes are
gacit composed of Tour massy colwnns three wnd a half
feot dianetsr, ralsed on an arcade; the columns rise
the whole height of the vullding {comprising two
stories) surmowaited oy bhelr entublature, uad crowied
with a nediment, which extending entlrely across the
building, maeet together ia the micdle; the remaining
aurt of the duilding, on esch side, coastitutes wings
to tie centre, fuiling bhelow the apex of the pediment;
the front of these offices i1z sixty-six feel, and
breadsth Tilty-six Teet, bDesnides the porticoes, which
sroject about twelve, and extend in Iront thirty-turee
feet each. They are cormmaunicated with fron the
stroet by a Gouble Tlirht of stone steps at both ends.
he baseaent, porticoess, cornice, etc. are of stone.
the walls are of briecw, stuccoed in imitution of the
S80S .

Tne raoms for offices are vaulted with brick, and
thie roof cover ¢ with covnver, s> as to render the
bitilding secure from fire. as &« further guard the
sashes and Trumes are all of iron with the shutters.

Faeh front presents two doors of entrance which
lecd into corridors communicating with the several
offices. The number of distinct apartuents in the
several stories includes twenty-four, besides the shtair-
aase and DessSages.

Mhe interior stuir-stens are of stone, rising Irom
Ae baseuent story to the third floor, anc lishted by
g skv-~light.

The o flcers to be accommodated in this bullding
the secretary o state, treasurer, comnbroller

are



general, oruilnary, tax collcctor, rogister of
e 50 conveyance, uaster in equity, coitiissioner B
in equity, sttorney gencrsl, survevor general, eftc.™
This building has been in comtinuous use since its
erection, for the nurposes inuvicsted avove, anxd 1s well
oreserved. 01 late vears, however, the Grana Jury has
frequently recouended thet 1t bs added to »r reuncdeled
a1 hence it has been iacluded in this LHurvey in order to

record its orisinal condition before sny modernization

W

tultes place.

This bailding is, snd has bheen, county vnroperty.

sources ol ituformstion: "Stetistics of South Caroclina™
by Robert kills, Hurlbat and
Lloyd, Charleston, 1826,
Data given %o squad leacer by
r. ‘i, P. Cantwell, who has been
Counsy Supervisor in this bullding
for fiftvy-four vears.
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Addendum to | ISR
County Records Building VV _
Chalmers and Meeting Streets ;;*i”“
Charleston
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